
From: MacIntyre, Mark
To: Kenknight, Jeff; DeMaria, Eva; Ogle, Kimberly
Cc: Kowalski, Ed; Werntz, James; DeGering, Tracy; Holsman, Marianne
Subject: FW: Suction Dredge Mining - Enforcement
Date: Monday, July 21, 2014 4:16:00 PM
Attachments: EPA Letter 7.21.14.pdf
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FYI….not sure how to handle this….MM
From: buckyryan@gmail.com [mailto:buckyryan@gmail.com] On Behalf Of F.S. "Buck" Ryan
Sent: Monday, July 21, 2014 4:05 PM
To: MacIntyre, Mark
Cc: John Carter
Subject: Suction Dredge Mining - Enforcement
Mark -
Visited the South Fork Clearwater on Tuesday to check out the suction dredging mining
 protest and gather evidence on the demonstrators. A few NPT, BLM, and FS representatives
 in the area, but no EPA present or enforcement activity underway. I did some investigation on
 the individuals we encountered to positively ID them, and I want to share the info we
 gathered for EPA's use in pressing charges and levying fines against the perpetrators.
Thus, please find attached hereto Snake River Waterkeeper's official request for enforcement
 along with photographs and documentary evidence discovered as part of our investigation
 into these illegal mining practices. I will wait to hear from you on next steps in EPA's
 progress investigating and prosecuting these violations, and I will make myself available in
 any capacity possible to assist to that end, including testimony if needed.
Also, let me know if Jim is interested in lining up a time to talk as I am in town tomorrow and
 the week after next. Thanks again for your interest and support. On this and future issues,
 please keep me informed on how we can help.
Best,
BR
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Snake River Waterkeeper 


2313 N. 20th St. 
Boise, Idaho 83702  


(208) 806-1303 
buck@snakeriverwaterkeeper.com


‘Applying science and law to conserve, protect and promote sustainable use of the waters of the Snake River Basin.’ 
 


  July 21, 2014 
Mark MacIntyre 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Enforcement 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98101 
  
Dear Mark, 
 


On July 14, 2014, Snake River WATERKEEPER® employees observed illegal suction 
dredge mining activity on the South Fork Clearwater River between Mile Markers 39 and 40 on 
Highway 14 west of Elk City, Idaho. We peacefully approached and spoke with demonstrators 
who identified themselves as members and representatives of the American Mining Rights 
Association (AMRA), a California-based organization that is currently operating, soliciting 
$200/year memberships, and accepting purportedly tax-deductible donations as a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization prior to IRS approval to accept charitable donation.  We are alerting the 
IRS to these violations in addition to the enforcement request described hereafter. 
 


Based on the information and evidence cited herein and provided herewith, the veracity 
of which we are willing to testify to under oath in a court of law, Snake River Waterkeeper 
hereby formally requests charges and fines be brought against the following individuals for 
violating EPA’s Idaho Small Suction Dredge Mining General Permit regulations, including 
Appendix G: Endangered Species Critical Habitat Areas.  Individuals positively identified 
performing or assisting in illegal suction dredging include, without limitation: John Crossman of 
Coulterville, California; John Stickley of Grandview, Washington; John Ratley of Amsterdam, 
California; and William McNall of Kamiah, Idaho. 
 


As you know, AMRA representatives are openly violating federal environmental laws by 
conducting illegal mining operations on Idaho rivers closed to such activities in protest to EPA’s 
2013 rule requiring small suction dredge miners in Idaho to obtain NPDES permits under the 
Clean Water Act. Rather than apply for a General Permit for any number of Idaho rivers and 
streams that remain open to suction dredge mining, AMRA has chosen to forego the permitting 
process altogether by instead targeting waters that are explicitly designed by EPA as closed to 
such activities because they provide critical spawning habitat for endangered salmon, steelhead, 
and bull trout.  As an organization charged with protecting the fisheries of the Snake River 
Basin, Snake River Waterkeeper will not tolerate such flagrant and deliberate abuse of the 
watershed’s natural resources and fisheries, and we expect that EPA will not tolerate such 
wanton disregard of mandatory rules and regulations or dismissal of its authority to enforce. 


 







To the best of my knowledge, no enforcement action was undertaken during the course of 
this highly-publicized demonstration.  Employees of Snake River Waterkeeper personally 
witnessed federal employees of the BLM and Forest Service observing but not confronting said 
illegal actors.  No EPA representatives were present at the time of our visit, and participants 
openly mocked the Agency’s hesitancy to confront them.  In a recent article published in the 
Lewiston Mountain Tribune attached hereto, Mr. Crossman flaunted his disrespect for EPA, 
urging the Agency to “Cite me, please, come cite me.” As Snake River Waterkeeper, I hereby 
demand that Mr. Crossman’s challenge be met with prompt and forceful action to the fullest 
extent allowable at law in order to bring these individuals to justice and discourage future 
demonstrations that violate specific provisions of the Endangered Species and Clean Water Acts. 
 


Very truly yours, 
 


F.S. “Buck” Ryan, III 
Executive Director, Snake River Waterkeeper 








Suction dredge miners restake their 
claims 
At rally in Riggins, suction dredgers say they'll continue to violate EPA rules they disagree with 


Tribune/Joel Mills 


Miners restake their claims 


 


Idaho state Rep. Paul Shepherd addresses a crowd of about 60 people at a rally Friday in Riggins 
supporting suction-dredge mining on Idaho waterways without having to secure permits from the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 


Posted: Saturday, July 5, 2014 12:00 am | Updated: 9:06 am, Sat Jul 5, 2014. 


Suction dredge miners restake their claims By JOEL MILLS of the Tribune The Lewiston 
Tribune | 6 comments 


RIGGINS - John Crossman takes offense when someone refers to his livelihood as "recreational" mining. 


"This is my life," the Boise resident said at the Friday rally he organized to protest new Environmental 
Protection Agency regulations. "This is what I do all summer to pay my bills. We're going to keep going. 
The state says I can." 


About 60 operators of small-scale mining dredges and their supporters gathered at Riggins City Park to 
protest new regulations that effectively ban dredging in many of Idaho's river basins, including the Salmon 
and Clearwater. They have been mining all week on the Salmon River in violation of the regulations, but 
no one had been cited as of Friday, Crossman said. 


Idaho issues its own permits for suction dredging, but last year the EPA began requiring miners to obtain 
a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System permit, which isn't available on many streams that are 
home to threatened fish species. But Crossman said the miners utilize river sections that are mere 
conduits for fish to reach their spawning grounds, and not the spawning grounds themselves. 


And miners aren't introducing any pollution into the water, just sucking up material from the river bottom, 
sluicing it, and putting it back in. 


Several miners also said they are actually improving the environment with their activities by removing 
toxic metals from the water, and cleaning up all the trash and lost fishing lures they find. 


"All the lead stays in my box, and all the mercury stays in my box," Crossman said. 


Riggins dredger Alan Trees said he has accumulated more than 400 pounds of mercury over the years, 
almost all of it from Idaho waterways. He keeps it in his shop, and is working with the state to dispose of 
it. 







Idaho County Commissioner Jim Chmelik held up a green plastic gold pan full of discarded cans, bottles 
and paper to represent the trash he said miners always pick up when they are working the rivers. He 
called out the Idaho Conservation League, Idaho Rivers United, and Friends of the Clearwater for 
environmental activities he said are restricting the miners' ability to make a living. 


"What is your guys' problem?" Chmelik said. "Because what these guys do here is take care of the 
environment. Dredges don't kill fish. Fishermen kill fish. So let's get the facts straight." 


Sen. Sheryl Nuxoll, R-Cottonwood, and Rep. Paul Shepherd, R-Riggins, also spoke at the rally in support 
of the miners. Shepherd said he is working on two pieces of legislation that could help their cause. The 
first is a law to nullify the EPA regulations. 


Republican Idaho lawmakers have unsuccessfully pursued nullification of federal laws in the past, but 
Shepherd said the nullification of regulations enacted by a federal agency may be possible. He is seeking 
legal advice from Meridian attorney Christ Troupis, who recently failed in his primary challenge of Idaho 
Attorney General Lawrence Wasden. 


The other legislation would give official state recognition to suction dredging as a vocation, not just a 
recreational activity. 


Nuxoll equated the protest to a spiritual battle over the right to job satisfaction and financial security, and 
the right of people to profit from the earth. 


"It's the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, which really is the right to pursue property," she 
said. 


Crossman said almost 100 people stayed at the miners' camp this week, and most will leave Sunday. But 
he will dredge all summer, and hope he gets the EPA attention that will ultimately put the matter before a 
judge. 


"Cite me, please, come cite me," he said. "All of us want to get cited, because then there's going to be a 
lawsuit, and we're going to win. And then we can get rid of this crap." 


--- 


Mills may be contacted at jmills@lmtribune.com or (208) 848-2266 
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On Wed, Jul 9, 2014 at 11:43 AM, MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> wrote:

Buck: Thanks for your note! I will be in touch with Jim soon and will set something up.
Here is the “statement” we’re using for the Riggins event:
“EPA respects the right of every citizen to peaceably protest on federal lands, however the area of
 the Salmon River where the “dredge-in” is planned is closed under EPA’s statewide general
 permit covering this type of mining activity. Suction dredge mining is prohibited in this area in
 order to protect critical habitat for Chinook salmon, steelhead and bull trout under the
 Endangered Species Act. Dredging in this area could damage this important fish habitat and
 would be a violation of EPA’s permit.
Many other areas of Idaho are open to suction dredge mining under EPA’s general permit. Since
 last year, EPA has issued 116 permits for this activity and we continue to be available to assist
 miners in obtaining permits for areas where mining is allowed.
We are talking and working with the mining community and our federal, state, tribal and local
 partners to ensure they understand the requirements of the general permit."
Thanks again for your work on behalf of the Snake River!
Mark
From: buckyryan@gmail.com [mailto:buckyryan@gmail.com] On Behalf Of F.S. "Buck" Ryan
Sent: Wednesday, July 09, 2014 9:51 AM
To: MacIntyre, Mark
Subject: Boise contact
Hi Mark -
I appreciate you taking the time to chat this morning about EPA's take on suction dredge
 mining on the Salmon River. If you don't mind forwarding the Agency's official statement
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 my way, I'd appreciate it.
Thanks also for your offer to introduce me to Jim Werntz here in Boise. Feel free to forward
 this email or have him contact me directly using the information below.
Finally, I appreciate your interest in and offer to support SRW. You can become a member
 or donate directly through our website at http://snakeriverwaterkeeper.org/get-
involved/join/
Take care,
BR
--
Image removed by sender.

Buck Ryan
Executive Director
Snake River Waterkeeper
2313 N. 20th St.
Boise, ID 83702
(208) 806-1303
www.snakeriverwaterkeeper.org
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